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HAND DELIVERED
The Honorable John Dougall
Auditor, State of Utah
Suite E310, East Office Building
Utah State Capitol Complex
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114

Re: Senate Bill 284 Educational Technology Amendments

Dear Mr. Dougall,

I am asking that your office review the Salt Lake City School District bureaucracy's compliance with
Utah Code 53A-1-709, Section 8(a) which in part states the following:

(:4.schoolwithin a schooldistrict, with approval of the local school hoard ... mqy submit an applicationto
the State Board of Edacation toparticipate in theprogram':

Based on available information provided to me, to date, it would appeat that the bureaucracy
submitted an application for this grant without 'approval of the local school board'; which is
contrary to the intent of the law as I understand it.

As far as I can recall, this grant application was never brought to the Salt Lake City School Board for
consideration or approval. I also reviewed recent school board agendas and minutes. I see no record
of the Salt Lake City School Board approving the submission of an application to the Utah State
Office of Education (USOE).

I became aware that the district had not only submitted an application, but was awarded this grant
with a requirement for matching funds, by reading an article in the Salt Lake Tribune published on
August 2, 2013:

Three More Schools Find Cash for Tech Makeover

"Local school boards are the bedrock of our society, yet they r
Senor Florez -Deseret News



The article stated that the district agreed to contribute matching funds. Which equates to $740.00 a
student. Based on the current projected enrolment of 450 students at Newman Elementary, the
district is under obligation to pay $333,000.00.

During this past budget cycle, we were constantly told by our business administrator, Janet Roberts
that school programs were in jeopardy of being cut because the Utah legislature failed to fund
growth and increase the wpu. She further informed us, that in order to maintain programs at their
current levels, we had to raise my neighbor's taxes.

Within the context of our dire financial circumstances as described by our business administrator,
my initial question is: Where did the Salt Lake City School District "find cash for tech makeover"?

I sent a request to both USOE and the Salt Lake City School District, asking for the particulars of
this transaction. Rick Gaisford, Educational Technology Specialist with USOE responded
immediately to my request and provided me a copy of the grant application. It appears that the
district submitted the grant application on July 18, 2013 and received approval from the USOE
Board on August 2, 2013.

In contrast to USOE's response, Salt Lake City School District's business administrator, Janet
Roberts informed me today, that the earliest she would provide me the requested information would
be September 3, 2013, because the "needfor an expedited response has not been demonstrated':

It is with that backdrop, that I prevail upon the services of your office and ask that you audit the
behavior and actions of the district bureaucracy in this matter.

In my mind, I find it suspect that as an elected school board member, I am either denied or delayed
information about the financial matters of the school district.

In conclusion; after reading the Tribune article, I question how the district can afford to participate
in this program. After reading SB 284/ Utah Code 53A-1-709, I question how the district submitted
an application without local school board approval. After reading the grant application provided me
by USOE, I question how only half of the school is participating in the program when the language
of the bill/law consistently calls for a ''whole-school technology deployment".

I should also state that I support the concept of "whole-school technology deployment". I cannot,
however, abide a bureaucracy that consistently exhibits a disdain for the powers and authority of the
duly elected institution of the local school board.

Shalom -

Enclosures


